Living a Life of Holiness
1 Peter 1

In the first chapter of 1 Peter, the apostle discusses the importance of living a life of holiness. The letter is addressed to the "elect exiles" scattered throughout Asia Minor, encouraging them to be obedient to God and to set themselves apart from the sinful ways of the world.

Peter emphasizes the role of faith in living a holy life, stating that it is through faith that the power of God keeps believers. This reassurance in the power of faith is a reminder that we have been born again into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ and that our inheritance is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading.

The apostle urges us to be holy in all conduct, just as God is holy. We are reminded that we have been ransomed (the price paid to secure the freedom of those enslaved) from the useless ways inherited from our forefathers and that we are now called to be a people set apart for God's possession.

Peter also highlights the suffering of believers as a result of their faith, encouraging us to endure hardship with joy and perseverance. This joy is founded on the understanding that trials can refine our faith and draw us closer to God. Peter states that our hardships and struggles are not in vain but are shaping us for a greater purpose, and this realization can bring a sense of encouragement even during trials.
I recently read a story about a young believer in Christ who admitted his faith was tested greatly after praying continuously for family members in crisis. He said that although he felt he was operating in faith, God did not answer his prayers as he expected. Everything he prayed for seemed to go in the opposite direction, so he almost lost faith in the power of prayer. He loved the Lord and later realized that trials would either draw us closer to God or drive us away from Him. He chose to draw closer. 
Years ago, I was also tested beyond what I believed I could handle. Although I was a committed Christian who faithfully served in the church and ministry, everything seemed to be falling apart. I didn’t understand why, but I continued to pray, praise, and read my Bible, which always gave me the strength I needed. The Word of God encourages us to endure hardship as Good Soldiers of Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 2:3), and I held onto His Word. Yes, there were tears during those challenging years, but they brought me closer to the Savior. I later came to understand that our faith will be tested periodically during our Christian journey.

According to Peter, living a life of holiness requires humility, unity, love, and service to one another. Through faith, obedience, and perseverance in the face of trials, we can experience the transformative power of God's grace. This grace can transform us into the image of Christ. May we all strive to live our lives pleasing to God and set apart for His purpose.
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